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A series of research studies with a focus 
on newborns subject to care proceedings 
in England and Wales led by NFJO data  
partnership – data teams at Lancaster 
University and Sail Databank Swansea 
University 

Edney and Ryan (2025) update reports 

Newborn Babies in Urgent Care Proceedings in 
England and Wales: An Update 

Recurrent Care Proceedings: five key areas for 
reflection from the research (update) 

The Born into Care Research Series  



Terminology 
• Newborns- babies less than 2 weeks old
• Infants- under one year old (babies)
• A rate (e.g. per 10,000 live births) accounts for population size and 

is good for comparing across groups or regions
• A proportion gives the percentage of a subgroup (e.g. % of infants 

who are newborns)
• A raw number is the total count, which can be misleading when 

population sizes differ.



Key message 1:  Under 1s consistently make up a quarter of all 
children in care proceedings in England and Wales 
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Children and infants in care proceedings
England & Wales, 2011 – 2023
(Alrouh 2025 unpublished)



Key Message 2:  Of those infants in care proceedings, just under 
half of applications are issued within 2 weeks of birth
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Key Message 3: The rate of  newborns subject to care 
proceedings has increased markedly in England and Wales
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Rate of newborns per 10,000 live births in England & Wales, 2011 - 2023
(Alrouh and Harwin 2025 unpublished) 



Regional variations in the rate of newborns 
entering care proceedings 
2015/16- 2022/23
Edney and Ryan (2025)

Key Message 4: Regional variation in 
rates of newborns in care proceedings  
continues to be pronounced 



Key Message 5: We need to know 
more about race and ethnicity 

Reliable data about ethnicity is only available for 
England and this indicates that newborns with 
mixed or multiple ethnicities are over-represented 
in care proceedings.

Edney and Ryan (2025)



 England       Wales

Key Message 6: The vast majority of care proceedings involving 
newborns in England are emergency hearings, heard within 2 
days of an application being made 

(Edney and Ryan 2025)



A comparison of mean age by legal order type (2011/12 – 2021/22)

Key Message 7 : Infants are most likely to be subject to a 
placement order and go on to be adopted  

(Alrouh and Harwin 2025 
forthcoming )



Additional insights: Data linkage in Wales 

1) HEALTH RECORDS 
• The majority of women are known to 

maternity services in the first trimester of 
pregnancy (more than 60%); by the second 
trimester, very few mothers have not ‘booked 
their pregnancy’

• High level of  pre-existing mental health need

2) DEPRIVATION
• Four indicators of deprivation 

associated with increased risk 
of care proceedings with 
regards to an infant 

✓ employment,
✓  income
✓  education 
✓ health deprivation 

Griffiths, L.J. et al. (2020). Born into care: One thousand 
mothers in care proceedings in Wales. London: Nuffield Family 
Justice Observatory.

Doebler et al. (2021). Explaining high rates of infants in 
care proceedings in deprived areas of Wales. London: 
Nuffield Family Justice Observatory

3) RETURN TO COURT 
• If have another baby 1 in 2 

chance of further proceedings  

• Women who become mothers 
as teenagers highest risk of 
return to court

• Greatest risk of return within 
first 3 years 

Alrouh et al. (2025 forthcoming)



Summary Messages 

1. Infants (under one) make-up over a quarter of all children in care proceedings.

2. Newborn babies make up an increasing proportion of infant cases (more than 50% of care cases in 2023, England and 
Wales).

3. Both the volume and rate of babies subject to care proceedings at/close to birth increased markedly in England and 
Wales between 2006/7 and 2019/20. 

4. There are marked and persistent regional differences 

5. There has been insufficient analysis of the impact of race or immigration status on care proceedings at birth

6. Parents are given very little notice before a first hearing for a newborn (typically 1-2 days notice). The proportion of cases 
in which parents are served notice on the same day as a first hearing has increased. 

7. Infants are most likely to be subject to a placement order and go on to be adopted 

8. Deprivation and young motherhood is strongly associated with infant care proceedings
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