
 

   

 

Research Leadership Academy Draft Programme 
 

January – June 2025  
 

All sessions will take place online on Wednesdays  
The first session Introduction/Action Learning Sets training will take place between 12.30pm 

and 2.00pm.   
Session on 30 April will take place 12pm - 1pm 

 

All other sessions will take place between 1.00pm and 2.00pm. 
 

15 January Introduction to the Academy/Action learning sets training 
Professor Cilla Harries, ARC South London Deputy Theme lead for capacity development  

  
22 January International Partnership Building (Palliative Care Theme) 

Professor Richard Harding, Herbert Dunhill Professor of Palliative Care & Rehabilitation, Cicely 
Saunders Institute of Palliative Care, Policy & Rehabilitation, King’s College London 

 

29 January Health Inequalities/Diversity in PPI 
Savitri Hensman, Patient and Public Involvement Coordinator, Applied Research Collaboration (ARC) 
South London, Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology & Neuroscience at King’s College London  

Professor Tushna Vandrevala Professor of Health Psychology and Director of the Centre for Applied 
Health and Social Care Research at Kingston University 

 

5 February How to form and run research collaborations/consortia (former ARC Director) 

Professor Sir Graham Thornicroft, Emeritus Professor of Community Mental Health at King's College 
London 

 

12 February Driving research quality - The Research Excellence Framework (REF)  
Professor Cilla Harries, ARC South London Deputy Theme lead for capacity development  
 

26 February Costing up and managing grant applications/funders rules 

Jane Haycocks, Research Development Manager, Kingston University 
 

5 March Research Capacity building and research leadership in applied health research 
Professor Jane Sandall, Professor of Social Science & Women’s Health, King’s College London and 

Head Maternity and Midwifery Research NHS England 
 

12 March Contracting and Project Management including NIHR contracting 
Irrum Afzal, Research & Outcomes Manager, Academic Surgical Unit, South West London Elective 

Orthopaedic Centre 

19 March How to engage Black and minoritised women in research; a workshop with a service user 

voice/engagement specialist. 
Agnes Agyepong, Founder and Executive Director of Global Black Maternal Health Institute 
 

26 March TBC 

 

2 April Research Mentorship/Coaching 
Professor Cilla Harries, ARC South London Deputy Theme lead for capacity development and Dr Jackie 
McRae , School Director Research & Enterprise, St George's, University of London 
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https://www.kingston.ac.uk/staff/profile/professor-priscilla-harries-903/
https://uk.linkedin.com/in/jane-haycocks-b90036b6
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/people/jane-sandall
https://www.linkedin.com/in/irrum-afzal-111ia/
https://globalblackmaternalhealth.org/team/
https://www.kingston.ac.uk/staff/profile/professor-priscilla-harries-903/
https://www.sgul.ac.uk/profiles/jackie-mcrae
https://www.sgul.ac.uk/profiles/jackie-mcrae


 

   

 

 

9 – 23 April EASTER BREAK 
 

30 April* Research at the NHS Coal Face: navigating the challenges, facilitators and systems 
Professor Gita Ramdharry, Consultant Allied Health Professional in Neuromuscular Diseases,   

National Hospital for Neurology & Neurosurgery, UCLH; Honorary Associate Professor & Chair of 
Equality Diversity and Inclusion Committee, Department of Neuromuscular Diseases, UCL Institute of 
Neurology 

 

7 May Social Care Research – my research leadership journey 
Professor Rick Hood, Professor of Social Work, Kingston University 
 

14 May Your research: route to impact and developing a theory of change 

Professor Fiona Jones, Professor of Rehabilitation Research, St George’s University of London 
 

21 May Research Resilience – adapting to change and stakeholders’ needs 
Professor Reem Kayyali, Head of Department of Pharmacy, Kingston University 

 

4 June Equality in Research Careers  

Professor Fiona Ross, Emerita Professor of Health and Social Care, Kingston University and REF 2022 
Equality and Diversity Advisory Panel. 

 

11 - 18 June  Evaluation survey running (no meetings) 
 

25 June  In-person celebration event at King’s College London Strand Campus** 

 

*  Session on 30 April will take place 12pm – 1pm 

** Please note that unfortunately we are unable to cover travel costs to the in-person event 

https://gitaramdharry.com/about/
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